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Synopsis

"Superior to any other Uncle Vanya I've read or seen... Baker practices astonishing verbal magic
over and over again." - Clancy Martin, Paris Review"Strikingly intimate... Free of the stilted or formal
locutions that clutter up some of the more antique-sounding translations... Ms. Baker has given the
play a natural but distinctly contemporary American sound." - Charles Isherwood, New York
Times"Devastatingly beautiful... People are going to be talking about this one for years." - Jacob
Gallagher-Ross, Village Voice"More than a modern-dress treatment of a classic work, it’s a fresh
rethinking of the material from the perspective of a modern mind." - Marilyn Stasio, VarietyAnnie
Baker, one of the most celebrated playwrights in the United States, lends her truthful observation
and elegant command of the colloquial to Anton Chekhov’s despairing masterpiece Uncle Vanya. A
critical hit in its sold-out Off-Broadway premiere, Baker’s telling is a refreshingly intimate and
modern treatment of a Chekhovian classic.Annie Bakera ™s plays include The Flick (The Susan
Smith Blackburn Prize, Obie Award), The Aliens (Obie Award), Circle Mirror Transformation (Obie
Award) and Body Awareness. Her work has been produced at more than a hundred theaters in the
U.S. and in more than a dozen countries internationally. Recent honors include a Guggenheim
Fellowship, Steinberg Playwright Award and New York Drama Critics Circle Award. She is a

resident playwright at the Signature Theatre.

Book Information

Paperback: 120 pages

Publisher: Theatre Communications Group (May 27, 2014)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 1559364475

ISBN-13: 978-1559364478

Product Dimensions: 0.5 x 5.2 x 8.8 inches

Shipping Weight: 5.6 ounces (View shipping rates and policies)

Average Customer Review: 4.2 out of 5 stars 5 customer reviews

Best Sellers Rank: #192,471 in Books (See Top 100 in Books) #13 inA Books > Literature &
Fiction > Dramas & Plays > Regional & Cultural > Russian #82 inA Books > Literature & Fiction >
Dramas & Plays > Women Authors #92 inA Books > Literature & Fiction > Dramas & Plays >

Comedy

Customer Reviews

QUOTES:"Superior to any other Uncle Vanya I've read or seen... Baker practices astonishing verbal



magic over and over again." - Clancy Martin, Paris Review"Strikingly intimate... Free of the stilted or
formal locutions that clutter up some of the more antique-sounding translations... Ms. Baker has
given the play a natural but distinctly contemporary American sound." - Charles Isherwood, New
York Times "Devastatingly beautiful... People are going to be talking about this one for years." -
Jacob Gallagher-Ross, Village Voice"More than a modern-dress treatment of a classic work, it's a
fresh rethinking of the material from the perspective of a modern mind." - Marilyn Stasio,

Varietya ceBakera ™s strikingly colloquial (yet remarkably faithful) translationa | eliminates any
distance we might feel from these universal characters first created over 100 years ago, but
recognizable to & *and in & * each one of us.a « & “ Brian Scott Lipton, Theatermaniaé ceA
soul-satisfying Uncle Vanya.a « & “ Toby Zinman, Philadelphia Inquirer & ceThe most intimate and
engaging exploration of Chekhova ™s bleak comedy since Andre Gregorya ™s Vanya on 42nd
Street more than 20 years ago.a « a “ Jeremy Gerard, BloombergQUOTES:"Superior to any other
Uncle Vanya I've read or seen... Baker practices astonishing verbal magic over and over again." -
Clancy Martin, Paris Review"Strikingly intimate... Free of the stilted or formal locutions that clutter up
some of the more antique-sounding translations... Ms. Baker has given the play a natural but
distinctly contemporary American sound." - Charles Isherwood, New York Times"Devastatingly
beautiful... People are going to be talking about this one for years." - Jacob Gallagher-Ross, Village
Voice"More than a modern-dress treatment of a classic work, it's a fresh rethinking of the material
from the perspective of a modern mind." - Marilyn Stasio, Variety&#147;Bakera ™s strikingly
colloquial (yet remarkably faithful) translation&#133; eliminates any distance we might feel from
these universal characters first created over 100 years ago, but recognizable to &#151; and in
&#151; each one of us.a * &#150; Brian Scott Lipton, Theatermania&#147;A soul-satisfying Uncle
Vanya.a « &#150; Toby Zinman, Philadelphia Inquirer&#147;The most intimate and engaging
exploration of Chekhova ™s bleak comedy since Andre Gregorya ™s Vanya on 42nd Street more

than 20 years ago.a  &#150; Jeremy Gerard, Bloomberg

Designed for school districts, educators, and students seeking to maximize performance on
standardized tests, Webster&#x92;s paperbacks take advantage of the fact that classics are
frequently assigned readings in English courses. By using a running thesaurus at the bottom of
each page, this edition of Uncle Vanya by Anton Chekhov was edited for students who are actively
building their vocabularies in anticipation of taking PSATA®, SATA®, APA® (Advanced
PlacementA®), GREA®, LSATA®, GMATA® or similar examinations. PSATA® is a registered

trademark of the College Entrance Examination Board and the National Merit Scholarship



Corporation neither of which sponsors or endorses this book; SATA® is a registered trademark of
the College Board which neither sponsors nor endorses this book; GREA®, APA® and Advanced
PlacementA® are registered trademarks of the Educational Testing Service which neither sponsors
nor endorses this book, GMATA® is a registered trademark of the Graduate Management
Admissions Council which is neither affiliated with this book nor endorses this book, LSATA® is a
registered trademark of the Law School Admissions Council which neither sponsors nor endorses

this product. All rights reserved. --This text refers to an alternate Paperback edition.

Best version of Uncle Vanya. Annie Baker is fantastic!

Great work.

Annie Baker has achieved a great deal of success in her short career to date. She won the Pulitzer
Prize for "The Flick" and her Vermont Plays were well received (I like her play "John" the best
though).In all of her work, there are long pauses, modern phrases and terms, and most of her
characters have a hard time connecting with others. Her version of Uncle Vanya has all of that, and
| think that it drags the play down. For example, in her version, Doctor Astrov refers to other people
as "creeps" several times, which just doesn’t fit for a play set in rural Russia in the 1890s (there are
many jarring moments like this). | saw this performed at the Quintessence Theater in Philadelphia in
June of 2017, and the language was even more jarring in person than on the page. If you are more

of a theater purist, you should check out Curt Columbus’s translations of Chekhov’s four major

plays.

Just saw the play at the Goodman, this version is really great, | love Annie Baker and everything
that she writes. She did a wonderful job on this adaptation. Her language is really lovely and
consistent with the Russian original. Good on the page and in performance. Read more Annie
Baker.

Paperback version is Annie Baker’s translation, and it’s terrific. If you're looking for the Baker

version, don’t order any the Kindle version. Get the paperback.
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